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Presidentis Scholar wins Rhodes Scholarshlp

For Jeremy Farris, named one of
32 Rhodes Scholars for 2005, going to
college isnit about getting good grades
and a job. College is about the experi-
ence of education and an opportunity
to expand the mind. An alumnus in
the School of International Affairs in
the Ivan Allen College, Jeremy believes
that 0The purpose of an education is to
change you - to make you sufpciently
human.o6

Before coming to Tech in 2000, the
Bonaire, Georgia, native won a best-
of-category award at the Intel Interna-
tional Science and Engineering Fair for
his discovery of a new pathogen that
can control the invasive plant kudzu.
As a result of the award, he was cho-
sen to become an American delegate
to the 2000 Asia-Pacipc Economic
Cooperation Science Forum in Singa-
pore. The trip inspired him to travel to
Argentina on a study abroad trip the
following summer, where he produced
a documentary on the indigenous peo-
ple of that country. These experiences
eventually led to his changing his

major  from
biology to
international
affairs.

Since
then he has
conducted
research
on the pos-
sibilities  for
post-Castro
democratiza-
tion in Cuba
and traveled to Guatemala to work
on reforestation projects and to collect
footage for a documentary on illegal
immigration networks.

0The thing about Jeremy that is
really amazing is his desire to under-
stand how the world works,6 said Kirk
Bowman, associate professor of inter-
national affairs and director of Techis
study abroad programs in Latin Amer-
ica. OHe studies international affairs,
but he feels the need to know science
and philosophy so he can understand
how the pieces pt together.d
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Over 4,700 applications in
for next year(s PS class

Although the Ofpce of Undergradu-
ate Admissions is still evaluating data
and passing it along to our ofpce,
approximately 4,791 applications
have been received for the Presidentis
Scholarship. This is an increase of
more than 200 applications over last
yearfs number; the top 10 percent
of the applicants will be selected as
semi-pnalists and interviewed at the
regional level.

Retention and graduation
rates continue to improve

The entering class of 2003 has a 100
percent retention rate to the sopho-
more year, and retention and gradua-
tion rates for all PSes are signipcantly
higher than the Institute average. Of
the entering classes of 1999 and 2000,
each will have had over 90 percent
graduated within pve years. The
outlook for the entering class of 2004 is
very good; they chalked up an average
fall term GPA of 3.75.

Billiee Pendleton-Parker joins PS Program administrative staff part tlme

The Presidentis Scholarship Pro-
gram welcomed Billiee Pendleton-
Parker to its administrative staff as
Associate Director this semester. Al-
though she has worked with the pro-
gram in an informal capacity for years,
0Miz Billiee,6 6BPP,6 or just plain 0Bil-
liee6 as she is alternately known to stu-
dents, is now ofpcially working on a
half-time basis with the program. She
divides her time evenly between the
PS ofpce and her job as Assistant Di-
rector of the Center for Enhancement
of Teaching and Learning, or CETL, a
position she has held for 17 years.

Billiee has worked very closely with
the scholars in previous years, and
although she felt the rewards of work-
ing with students were always there,

the formalization of her relationship
with the program has allowed her to
do more with the students in a more
structured, sustainable manner.

olt affords me more stability in my
contact with the students,6 Billiee said.
0l think thatis very positive and very
strong £ that | can do more.é

In addition to helping PS Program
Director Randy McDow with admin-
istrative functions, Billiee has worked
with Randy on academic advising and
mentoring for the incoming freshmen,
facilitated faculty-student interaction
through Take-A-Prof to Lunch, and
orchestrated behind-the-scenes tours
of the library and Techis Aware Home.
She is also teaching two GT 1000 sec-
tions (the successor to Psych 1000),

all in addition
to being the |
general 0go |
tod person @
and imom{ of
the Presidentis
Scholars while
they are at
Tech.

W h e n
asked what
she enjoys
most about working with PSes, Billiee
gushed: 0The incredible energy, the
enthusiasm with which they approach
virtually everything, the seemingly
limitless possibilities as they view the
world A it just refreshes and invigo-
rates me and keeps me going.6
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Incoming freshmen already making their mark

By Amanda Dugan

Every group of Presidentis Scholars
brings something unique to Georgia Tech,
and this yearis class is no exception. The 64
new Presidentis Scholars started classes just
months ago, but they have already started
making an impact on campus.

0Theyive already found good niches,0
comments Billiee Pendleton-Parker, one of
the studentsi mentors. Indeed, the incom-
ing scholars are involved in many activities.
O0Everyone has their own talents. We have a
varsity runner, a varsity cheerleader, soror-
ity sisters, writers, researchers, and more,0
explained incoming scholar Beth York. Af-
ter such amazing high school careers, this
involvement comes as no surprise. Before
entering Tech, 49 scholars played varsity
sports, 27 were team captains, 15 were stu-
dent body presidents, six performed re-
search, and four were publication editors.

This class is also gifted intellectually.
The middle 50 percent of the class scored
between 1430 and 1560 on the SAT. They

Bumb, Continued from Page 4

at Tech,6 she said. She is also a Byrd
Scholar, a National Merit Scholar, and
has a perfect 4.0 GPA.

Bumb said academics arenit the only
thing to get out of college. At Tech she
served as one of four students on the
Georgia Tech Advisory Board, working
with prominent business leaders to
advise the administration on future
goals. She also served in student
government, helping to decide how to
allocate $3.5 million collected from the
student activities fee.

In addition, she helped found a new
Indian dance team at Tech, Nazaaqat.
She is also active in Omicron Delta

also boast the highest SAT average ever,
which surpasses the previous record set
in 1997 when there was still a cutoff for the
program. Freshman Christine Dreas said,
0Being a PS is very humbling. 1im around
so many amazing people.6

Freshman Krista Guzelian said, 0We
bonded really quickly in the rain on re-
treat.6 Since returning to campus from the
fall retreat, they have stayed close and most
are quick to comment on the new commu-
nity. 0Weire a very social group. Someone is
always stopping by to say hello, and wefre
always in each otherfs dorms visiting.6

Several members of the class recently
held parties in their dorms to write éthank
youi notes to Roll Call donors who helped
contribute the $1.4 million in scholar-
ship donations for this year. 0Without
the Presidentis Scholarship, | would be
getting an inferior education somewhere
else, so itds important to say thank you,i6
said Brian Hollaway.

Kappa, Alpha Phi Omega, and the
Techwood Tutorial Program.

Bumb is the sixth Georgia Tech
student to win the Marshall, a
scholarship established by the British
Government in 1953. The scholarship
encourages potential leaders to become
ambassadors for the United States and
to establish personal ties between the
two countries.

The Baker Scholarship was established
three years ago to honor the Presidentis
Scholarship Programis founder, Dr. E. Jo
Baker, on the occasion of the programis
twentieth anniversary.

Farris, Continued from Page 1

At prst glance, Farrisi holistic
approach to learning may seem at
odds with Georgia Techis career-ori-
ented, disciplinary tradition. But the
continuing rise of liberal arts, manage-
ment, and the interdisciplinary focus
of Techis science and engineering
programs prove Farris to be a model of
Techis future student body.

O0We need to think of education as
something very real and important in
itself,0 said Farris. 0Georgia Tech can
no longer be considered just a math,
science, and engineering institution.o

Farris credits Bowman and two
other Ivan Allen College professors,
Jon Johnston and Ken Knoespel, with
changing his life. 0Bowman intro-
duced me to democratization. Knoes-
pel and Johnston really stimulated the
0life of the mindd for me,6 he said.

When asked how receiving the
Presidentis Scholarship impacted his
Georgia Tech experience, Jeremey re-
sponded: 0The Presidentis Scholarship
was the reason | chose Tech for my
undergraduate degree. Some of the
most impressive people | encountered
at Tech were Presidentis Scholars.6

Farris is the third Georgia Tech
student ever to win a Rhodes Schol-
arship and the second in three years.
The Rhodes Scholarships pay for
two or three years of study at Oxford
University. The oldest international
fellowships in the world, they were
established after the death of Brit-
ish statesman Cecil Rhodes in 1902.
Rhodes scholars are chosen for their
academic achievement, personal in-
tegrity, and potential for leadership.

Farris received his bacheloris in
international affairs in December. He
plans on spending the summer as
Bowmanis teaching assistant in the
Argentina study abroad program.
Heill begin a doctor of philosophy
program in political theory at Oxford
in October.

OHis level of expertise is just stun-
ning,6 said Bowman. 0As a professor, |
spent a lot of time with Jeremy in a lot
of different countries. | have learned
more from Jeremy than he has ever
learned from me.6






